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exchange for a good commercial treaty. It is therefore false to assert, as German writers have done, that he showed no regard for Prussian interests. Unfortunately his solution of the difficulty proved to be impracticable. Polish national sentiment was very susceptible on this point; and a special decree of the Warsaw Diet finally forbade any cession of the national territory, though (strictl}' speaking) Dnn/.ig was only allied to the Republic.
Hut long before the failure of Pitt's well-meant attempt at compromise Hertzburg had been seeking to compass his aims by secret help from the Power which ostensibly he was about to coerce. Seeing: that Pitt htul thwarted his earlier schemes by the pacification of Kcichenbach, he made covert advances to Russia, and that, too, at the times when Frederick William had expressly charged him to drop the Danzig-Thorn proposals. Opening his heart to the Russian envoy, Alopcua, he said that, if this Kmpress limited her claims to such a trifle (pen de chose) as OcxaUoflT and the land up to the Dniester, the two Powers coulcl easily come to a friendly understanding, provided that Russia did not thwart the scheme just named, lie then suggested that, as he was forbidden by the King to make that proposal, it would be well that it -should cimie from St. Petersburg; in which case he would give it his hctirty support. Indeed, he would find no difficulty in proving that the support of Russia and the gains aforo.snld were far more desirable than the friendship of England, from whom Prussia had received nothing in return for all the services she had rendered.1 This is In germ the Second Partition of Poland. Jietraying his own Sovereign and his allies, England and Poland, HcrUberg invited the Power which he was ostensibly threatening, to work her will on Turkey provided that she helped Prussia to secure the two coveted Polish districts. Even in fchnt age of duplicity and violence conduct such as this bore the mark of infamy. It led to the fall of the schemer, but not until his treachery had sapped Pitt's policy at the base.
As chance would have it, this insidious offer was made known nt St. Petersburg on the very day when the British and Prussian envoys presented their demand for the restitution by Russia of
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